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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system having a motherboard, the motherboard comprising^ 
a first set of comxedioflcs facilitating a first port to support a symmetric PCI Express[(- 

lype]] data transfer when in a fii^t mode of operation; and 
a second set of connections &dlitating a second port to sxQTport an asymmetric PCI 

Expre$$[[-type]] data transfer vjhexk in a second mode of operation, wherein the 
second set of connections is a subset of the first set of connections. 

2. (Cuirently Amended) The system of claim 1 ^^^leiein the first set of connecti^ 
includes a plurality of bidhectional lane pairs and the second set of oonnootorg connections 
includes at least one unidirectional lono - poi rJ ane pair to support a unidirectional data transfer 
when in ihe second mode of operation* 

3. (Original) The system of claim 1 iiuther comprising: 

a mode detect module to detennine a mode of operation as one of flie first mode of 
op^adon and the second mode of operation. 

4. (Original) The systaoa of claim 1 further comprising the system being a host interEeice 
controller. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein the host interlace controller is associated 
with a north-bridge controller. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1 fiirther comprising the system being an image 
controller. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 6 wherein the image controller is a graphics controller. 
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8. (Original) The system of claim 6 wherein the image controller is a video controller. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein during the second mode of operation a 
number of data transmit connections is greater that a number of data receive connections* 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein during the second mode of operation a 
number of data receive connections is greater that a number of data transmit connections. 

1 L (Original) The method of claim 1, wiierein during the second mode of operation a 
number of data receive connections is greater that a number of data receive connections. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein during the second mode of operation a 
number of data receive connections is greater that a number of data transmit connections. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method comprisin g - tho - steps of : 
when m a first mode of opemtion: 

transmitting data to a first peripheral system over a first plurality of PCI 

Express[[-type)] port connectors; and 
receiving data &om the first peripheral system over a second plurality of PCI 

Express[[-type]] port connectors, wherein the second plurality is less than 

the first plurality. 

14. (Currently Amended) The mediod of claim 13 furdier comprising; 
when in the first mode of operation: 

transmittiiig data to a second peripheral system over a third plurality of PCI 

E?:press[[-type]] port connections; and 
receiving data from the second peripheral device over a fourth plurality of PCI 

Express [[-type]] port connections, wherein the fourth plurality is equal in 

quantity to the third plurality. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 further comprising: 
when in a second mode of operation 

transmitting data to a third peripheral system over the first plurality of PCI 

Express[[-type]] port connections; and 
receiving data from the third peripheral device over the second, third and fourth 

plurality of PCI Express[[-type]] port connections. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 13 further comprising; 

determining a mode of operation to be one of a first mode of operation and a second 

mode of operatioi^ and 
configuring a system to operate in the mode of operation. 

17. (Currently Amended) A system comprising a PCI Express[[-type]] port comprising a 
plmality of single bit transmitter/receiver pairs having one or more control iiq)uts to configure 
the transmitter/receiver pair as a transmitter when the one or more control inputs receives a first 
select value, and as a receiver when the select input receives a second select value. 

18. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein one of the one or more control inputs is to 
hold the transmitter in a high impedance state. 

19. (Original) The system of claim 17 wherein the plurality comprises a number of four 
or greater. 

20. (Original) A system comprising a PCI Express port comprising a first plurality of 
data receive connectors to receive a first data when in a first mode of operation^ and a second 
plxitality of data transmit connectois dedicated to transmit a second data when in the first mode 
of operation, wherein the first plurality is greater than the second plurality. 

2L (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the system is an image system. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the image system is a graphics system. 
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23. (Original) The system of claim 21 , wherein the image system comprises an add-on 

card. 

24. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the image system comprises an 
integrated circuit device. 

25. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the image system is a video system, 

26. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the image system comprises an add-on 

card 

27. (Original) The system of claim 21, wherein the image system comprises an 
integrated circuit device. 

28- (Original) The system of claim21 , wherein Ae image system comprises an add-on 

card 

29- (Original) The system of claim 21, \^erein the image system comprises an 
integrated circuit device. 

30. (Currently Amended) A method comprising tho otops of: 
whra in a fiist mode of operation: 

receiving data to a first peripheral system over a first plurality of PQ Express[(- 

type]] port connectors; and 
transmitting data from the first peripheral system over a second plurality of PCI 
Express[[-type]] port connectors, wherein the second plurality is less than 
the first plumlity. 



Page 6 of 9 VS, App. No.: 1(W57,8»2 

PAGE 8f11'R(»fDAT4f»6 3:50:45 PM[East^ 



APR. W. 2006 2:53PM LNAPW 512-327-5452 NO. 7053 P. 9/11 



PATEisrr 



31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 
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